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March 19, 2010 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The mission of the Dakota-Scott Workforce Investment Board is to “lead, collaborate and provide 

linkages that facilitate workforce planning and supports economic development providing individuals, 

families, employers and the community opportunities to transform lives through optimal 

employment.” 

One of the key ways to create those community opportunities is through a first-class infrastructure. 

While traditional infrastructure focused on transit, the key to global competitiveness in the future 

rests with a fiber network.  Unfortunately, in this arena, the United States lags compared to other 

countries.   

At a local level, having fiber would assist our youth and job seekers in a variety of ways ranging from: 

on-line training or retraining from schools or companies; enabling rapid uploading of information to 

send to companies; and/or even allowing for telecommuting.  This application is particularly 

intriguing as to the employment doors this would open for people who for reasons such as disabilities 

may not be able to travel to an employer’s site. 

That’s why were so impressed and enthused with what Google is offering to local areas. Our 

Workforce Investment Board encompasses Dakota and Scott counties – both of which will be 

submitting applications – along with individual cities within the two-county area who will be also 

applying.  

On behalf of our 27-member board, we’d like to express our support of these individual and collective 

applications.  Whether you deem your grants to be most applicable to a specific city or to a broader 

geographic area such as one or both of our counties, Google would be making a tremendous impact 

on the lives of many citizens and would provide an unbelievable economic development boost. 

Best Regards, 

 

Cathy Weik 
Chair, Dakota-Scott Workforce Investment Board 
 


