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Dakota Future made great strides in fulfilling the 
promise of our mission in 2009 – “to provide link-
ages between businesses, government and educa-
tion to create and maintain a world class social and 
economic environment in Dakota County.”  

Our Intelligent Community Initiative is providing a 
framework for collaboration and has brought global 
recognition to Dakota County as a Smart 21 Com-
munity.  Our initial goal of Top Seven Intelligent 
Community by 2012, seen by some as unrealistic 
and too ambitious only a year ago, has been replaced 
with a goal to win it all by being named the Intelli-
gent Community of the Year in 2011.

The Intelligent Community benchmarking exer-
cise, generously supported by a grant from the John 
S. and James L. Knight Foundation, provided an 
inventory of our current broadband assets, digi-
tal inclusion and workforce programs, innovative 
business and government practices, and marketing 
and advocacy strategies.  The benchmarking report 
documenting past and current efforts provided the 
basis for our Smart 21 designation.  Our business, 
education and government leaders, as well as our 
citizenry, deserve the recognition and applause for 
this achievement; Dakota Future simply collected 
the data and the stories of the hard work done by 
others.

As we enter 2010, our Intelligent Community work 
groups are busy creating the future Dakota County, 
bringing together cross-sector leadership, develop-
ing strategies and identifying resources that will 
drive us towards our vision – a world-class social 
and economic environment – and our goal – Top 
Seven Intelligent Community.  

Through true collaboration by an expanding county-
wide leadership including business, education and 
government, the Dakota Future board of directors is 
confident that we can reach both our vision and our 
goal.  Your participation is required and invited!
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2010 Priorities
Achieve Top Seven Intelligent 
Community status 

•	 Create and develop priority initiatives in 
	 broadband, knowledge workers, innovation, 
	 digital inclusion and marketing/advocacy.

•	 Implement these initiatives though leadership 
	 recruitment and resource procurement.

•	 Document our successes and commitment 
	 through the 2011  Intelligent Community 
	 application process

Sustain the partnerships and initiatives 
under development through our DEED 
IT Workforce Collaborative Grant 

Continue to grow Dakota Future’s 
membership and organizational 
capacity
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Board Members

LaDonna Boyd
Economic Development Manager, 

Dakota Electric Association

Will Branning
Commissioner, Dakota County

John Christiansen
Superintendent, Intermediate School District 917

Steve Ditschler
President/CEO, ProAct, Inc.

William Droste
Mayor, City of Rosemount

Mike Flynn
Vice President, Frontier Communications

Cheryl Frank
President, Inver Hills Community College

Jon Hohenstein
Community Development Director, City of Eagan

Mark Jacobs
Director, Dakota-Scott WIB

Sharon LaComb, Secretary
Vice-President, Dakota County Technical College

Tom Lambrecht, Treasurer
Economic Development Leader, Great River Energy

Jan Mathiesen
Vice President, Goodrich Sensors and Integrated Systems

Patti Neuman
HGA Architects and Engineers

2009 Accomplishments
Intelligent Community  

•	 Provided informational presentations to all 
	 interested city councils
•	 Completed benchmarking exercise with the 
	 financial assistance of the John S. and 
	 James L. Knight Foundation
•	 Hosted Intelligent Community launch event
•	 Recognized as a Top 21 Smart Community by 		
	 the 	Intelligent Community Forum
•	 Created and supported cross-sector work groups 	
	 on broadband, knowledge workers, innovation, 		
	 digital inclusion and marketing/advocacy
•	 Showcased Intelligent Community assets on 
	 Dakota Future web site

IT Workforce Collaborative
•	 Obtained MN DEED FIRST Grant to 
	 collaborate with the MN IT Workforce Collaborative
•	 Focused efforts on IT workers in transition and 		
	 youth careers:

•	 IT consulting workshop
•	 IT LinkedIn group
•	 IT Teacher – Industry Focus Group
•	 GOT IT? - A Youth IT Career Event

Marketing
•	 Updated and maintained the Dakota Future 
	 web site to a blog format; formed Dakota Future 	
	 LinkedIn group
•	 Promoted Dakota County at the MHTA 
	 annual conference
•	 Distributed business leads to communities
•	 Directed entrepreneurs to appropriate 
	 business assistance resources
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